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SEND INFORMATION REPORT 
 (Includes information for identifying, assessing and making provision for students with SEN and for the admission of disabled students.)
[ALISON PARR – Acting Head of Learning Support]  

At Royal High Bath, we value all students and strive to develop a full understanding of their potential and vulnerabilities. Special Educational Needs are an integral part of our mainstream school ethos, and the information is always treated as confidential by staff. The Learning Support Department supports students across the school from Y5 to Y13 and the continuity of support offered to our students throughout their learning journey with us enables us to know them as individuals. 
Our teachers use highly skilled adaptive teaching strategies, information scaffolding and precision teaching within the classroom. We aim to meet every student’s needs by ensuring that our planning, teaching and inclusive ‘High Quality Teaching’ approaches meet the needs of many of our students, so they make the best progress in school. 
Each student is a valued individual within the school community, and we encourage celebration of achievements both academic and non-academic. We want to create a partnership between parents, mainstream and support staff, outside professionals and the individual to ensure success.


	Who are the best people to talk to about my child’s learning differences and/or Special Educational Needs/Disability (SEND)?

	In the first instance, parents are encouraged to discuss any concerns with their child’s class teacher or tutor. The Learning Support team is led by Holly Whittle, Head of Learning Support, who is also the school’s SENDCo. She oversees the identification, provision, and ongoing support of students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) across the whole school. Holly Whittle can be contacted at h.whittle@rhsb.gdst.net.

Holly Whittle is supported by Alison Parr, Deputy SENDCo (a.parr@rhsb.gdst.net). The Learning Support team is appropriately qualified and experienced in supporting students with specific learning difficulties. The SENDCo works closely with other pastoral leaders, including the Head of International Students (Natalie Cheers) and the Head of Boarding (Sarah Mulready), to ensure coordinated support, particularly for boarding students.

We value regular communication with parents and work in partnership to support each child’s learning and wellbeing. Where appropriate, the school may recommend targeted individual or group support in addition to high-quality classroom teaching. Referrals to external agencies may also be made to provide specialist advice and guidance to help students make progress.

Examinations Support

Alison Parr is the school’s Exams Access Arrangements Assessor and manages additional exam provision for students in Key Stages 4 and 5. This work is carried out under the direction of the Head of Learning Support to ensure that access arrangements are appropriate, compliant, and tailored to students’ needs.


	What are the different types of support available for students with SEND at the Royal High Bath?

	All staff have high expectations for every student. High-quality teaching is informed by what students already know, understand and can do, and includes adaptive strategies and appropriate scaffolding. This may involve a range of teaching approaches, such as more practical learning opportunities, adapted resources, and varied class, set, group or individual teaching methods.
Teachers regularly monitor students’ progress. Where gaps in learning are identified, targeted small-group interventions may be put in place with clear outcomes. These interventions may be delivered by subject teachers, learning support specialist teachers or teaching assistants and are designed to provide short-term support and catch-up opportunities, guided by subject specialists and the Learning Support team.

Teaching assistants also support students within lessons where appropriate and during prep times in boarding. All SEND provision is planned on an individual basis and may include the following:

· High-quality teaching in class
This is available to all students, regardless of learning need. The school’s commitment to inclusive teaching is supported through ongoing in-house professional development. For students supported by the Learning Support team, classroom practice may be enhanced by strategies outlined in an Individual Support Plan and shared with teaching staff.

· Support within lessons
Where identified by the SEND team, or where a student has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), additional adult support within lessons may be provided.

· Level 1 Intervention Support
Small-group support for groups of four or more students, where this is deemed appropriate.
Cost: £24.00 per hour (inclusive of VAT).

· Level 2 Intervention Support
Targeted group support for groups of two to three students.
Cost: £29.50 per hour (inclusive of VAT).

· Level 3 Intervention Support
Individual one-to-one support where this is identified as the most effective approach.
Cost: £59.00 per hour (inclusive of VAT).

Support sessions may be recommended on a weekly or fortnightly basis and may consist of either a 30‑minute or 60‑minute session. This will be reflected in the overall cost of provision.


	How are decisions made about support for students with SEND at Royal High Bath?
	Decisions regarding additional support programmes are made through regular student progress meetings. These meetings are attended by senior and middle leaders, including the Deputy Head (Academic), Head of Middle School, Key Stage Leaders, and members of the Learning Support team. Student progress is continually monitored through a range of formal and informal processes, including weekly or fortnightly focused briefings (General, Pastoral and Key Stage), departmental meetings, and professional discussions between staff. Progress is also reviewed regularly with parents through informal communication and scheduled parent–teacher meetings.

The school follows the Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) graduated response for individual students, as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice (2014). This cyclical process ensures that support remains responsive and effective. Review is a critical element, as we recognise that students’ needs and circumstances may change over time and that alternative strategies or approaches may be required.

For students in examination years, additional support lessons may be offered before or after school or during lunchtime in order to minimise disruption to curriculum learning. Designated Learning Support rooms are available to accommodate individual support sessions and small-group work in an appropriate learning environment.

Where concerns indicate that a student has more complex needs requiring support beyond high-quality teaching and short-term intervention, the school may undertake a more in-depth assessment using standardised testing. With parental consent, referrals may also be made to external specialist services such as Educational Psychology, Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, or Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). Any proposed referral would be discussed with parents in advance, and parental permission would always be sought. Where specialist diagnostic assessments are required, parents would normally be responsible for the associated costs.

Parents are asked to inform the school if a privately commissioned report has been obtained, as recommendations and targets set by external professionals may inform adjustments to classroom strategies, group interventions, or individual support programmes delivered under specialist guidance.

This level of provision is intended for students with SEND who require support that is ‘additional to and different from’ that provided through high-quality teaching alone. In exceptional cases, a student may require a particularly high level of individual or small-group support that cannot be funded within the school’s allocated resources. In such circumstances, parents may be asked to source funding to support these specific individual needs.
 

	What kinds of special educational needs are catered for at the Royal High Bath?

	The school supports an increasingly broad range of student needs, reflecting both national and regional trends. The majority of students currently receiving additional support present with neurodiverse profiles, Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs (including ADHD), and Specific Learning Differences (SpLD) such as dyslexia. The school also supports students with sensory and physical needs. There is a small but growing number of students with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).

While formal SEND identification informs targeted provision, the Learning Support department operates within an inclusive framework. All students are able to access support for a wide range of learning‑related needs, and services are not restricted solely to those with formally identified SEND. This approach ensures that emerging needs are identified promptly and that students receive appropriate support to enable them to make progress and participate fully in school life.


	How many students have SEND at the Royal High Bath?

	National data indicates that around one in five pupils in England is identified as having SEND at any given time, and a larger proportion of children may experience SEND at some stage during their school career.  For some students, SEND may be a short‑term or transitional need, while for others it may be a more enduring aspect of their education.

As a small, girls‑only school with a strong pastoral ethos, the school has a higher than national average number of students identified with SEND. This reflects both the supportive nature of the setting and the confidence of families in the school’s inclusive approach. However, identification with SEND does not automatically result in the need for, or access to, additional Learning Support provision.

The school ensures that all students are fully integrated into school life and are supported to participate confidently in academic and co‑curricular activities. The number of students accessing additional support varies from term to term and from year to year, depending on individual need and circumstance. For example, a student with dyslexia may not require targeted support if effective compensatory strategies are in place, while a student with a medical or sensory need may require fluctuating levels of support depending on their health or wellbeing at a given time.

Provision is therefore responsive, proportionate, and carefully matched to individual need, ensuring that support is provided where it is required and reviewed regularly for its impact.


	How will we support a student who has special needs and is starting at our school?

	 Parents and students are invited to visit the school to tour the site and meet relevant members of staff. Where appropriate, an enhanced transition program may be arranged, which may include additional visits to support a successful start at the school. In some cases, and where beneficial, the school may also visit a student’s current educational setting to gain further understanding of their needs. The school’s medical team may be consulted as appropriate.
Where external professionals are involved, the school will liaise with them prior to a student’s admission. This may include meetings or written communication to share relevant information, agree strategies, and ensure that appropriate provision is planned and in place before the student joins the school. This collaborative approach supports continuity of care and enables the school to meet students’ needs effectively from the outset.


	How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress in school?

	The school aims to identify students with special educational needs as early as possible in order to provide timely and effective support. Early identification helps to ensure that appropriate strategies are put in place, reducing potential barriers to learning and supporting students’ confidence and self‑esteem.

If parents have concerns about their child’s progress, they are encouraged to raise these initially with the class or subject teacher, or the student’s tutor. This ensures that concerns are addressed promptly within the context of day‑to‑day teaching and learning.

If concerns persist and parents feel that progress is not as expected, the next step is to contact the relevant Head of Key Stage. Should further guidance be required, a member of the Learning Support team will be available to discuss concerns, review provision, and consider next steps.

If parents remain concerned that issues are not being effectively addressed, they are encouraged to raise the matter with the Head. This graduated approach ensures that concerns are considered at an appropriate level while maintaining clear communication and partnership between home and school.


	How will the school let me know about my child’s learning in school?

	Parents are encouraged to play an active role in their child’s education, and the school provides a range of formal and informal opportunities to support this partnership. These include:

· Attendance at academic evenings, curriculum information afternoons or evenings, and the receipt of written progress reports
· Opportunities to attend events such as ‘Your Child’ information evenings, designed to support understanding of learning and development
· Informal social breakfasts with the Head or the Head of Learning Support for parents of specific year groups or key stages
· Attendance at meetings involving external professionals where appropriate

The school promotes a team‑based approach to supporting students. Students’ progress is monitored regularly through assessment and evaluation by teaching staff. Where a teacher has concerns about a student’s progress, these are initially discussed with the Head of Department (in the Senior School) and/or the Key Stage Leader 

· If progress continues to be a concern, the Learning Support team will be involved. At this stage, a decision will be made as to whether targeted monitoring should continue or whether the student would benefit from a specific intervention programme. Parents will be informed of any decisions made regarding additional support.

· Where a student does not make expected progress despite targeted intervention, the school will discuss concerns with parents and consider next steps. These may include further intervention, adjustments to provision, or referral to external specialist professionals to support the student’s learning both at home and in school.


	How is extra support allocated to students and how do they move between the different levels?

	The Learning Support (SEND) team monitors students’ progress on an ongoing basis and makes decisions regarding the most appropriate level of support for each student. Decisions are informed by assessment data, classroom performance, professional observations, and consultation with teaching staff and parents. Support is allocated in a way that is responsive, proportionate and matched to individual need.

As part of the graduated response, fixed‑term, targeted interventions are typically the first level of additional support offered. Entry and exit assessments are used to evaluate the effectiveness of each intervention and to measure progress over time. Where a student makes appropriate progress, the intervention may be discontinued, and the student’s learning will continue to be monitored through high‑quality teaching and routine assessment alongside peers.

Movement between levels of support is fluid and review‑based. Where progress is limited, or where needs change, the level and type of provision may be adjusted following review and discussion with parents.

Examination Access Arrangements
For students taking external examinations, the school’s Exams Access Arrangements Assessor assesses students in accordance with the published guidance of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) and, where applicable, the relevant awarding bodies, including Pearson, Cambridge, and the International Baccalaureate (IB).

Students are assessed in Year 9, in preparation for controlled assessments and modular examinations commencing in Year 10. While students may hold, or choose to commission, reports from external professionals recommending examination accommodations, access arrangements can only be approved where they reflect the student’s normal way of working and where there is a well‑established history of need and support within school. All decisions are made in line with awarding body regulations to ensure compliance and fairness.



	What resources are available for students with SEND at the Royal High Bath?

	The Learning Support Department works closely with pastoral staff to support students’ social, emotional development and wellbeing. Staff are experienced in recognising the additional challenges that some students with SEND may face and work collaboratively to provide appropriate support.

All students have access to a strong pastoral structure, including their form or class tutor and Head of Year. Where appropriate, additional support may be provided through the school’s medical team, including counselling services.

Each Key Stage holds regular Learning Support meetings to review the progress of students with SEND and to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions, ensuring provision remains responsive and well‑coordinated.

The school offers a wide range of support resources, including:

· A medical team who liaise with Learning Support and create individual medical care plans
· On‑site counsellors 
· Targeted wellbeing and social development programmes, including ELSA
· Teaching Assistants providing in‑class and intervention support

Specialist learning resources include multi‑sensory literacy and numeracy programmes, memory, concentration and social skills interventions, and access to assistive technology such as software, audiobooks and iPads. The Prep School also uses sound‑absorbing materials and visual supports to enhance learning environments.

A wide range of lunchtime and after‑school clubs is available to all students. For our older firls academic support clubs and small focus groups support key skills, and Sixth Form students may book learning support sessions as needed. In exceptional circumstances, flexible or reduced timetables may be implemented to support wellbeing and participation.


	Who are the other people providing services to children with SEND in the Royal High Bath?

	Students with SEND are supported by a range of trained and experienced staff within the school.

· The school has a qualified Exams Access Arrangements Assessor  (Alison Parr) with Level 7 specialist qualifications. The assessor is responsible for screening students, gathering evidence from teachers and external professionals, and determining need in line with awarding‑body regulations. Exam access arrangements are only applied for where there is clear evidence of need and where adjustments reflect the student’s normal way of working. External reports do not automatically guarantee exam adjustments, and parents are encouraged to contact the Learning Support Department for advice if they are considering a private assessment.

· We have specialist Learning Support teachers who teach 1:1 lessons with individual students and small group lessons in specific subjects, such as English

· A team of skilled Teaching Assistants supports students individually or in small groups, according to identified need and available resources. Teaching Assistants work closely with class teachers and the Learning Support Department to ensure support is well targeted and effective.

· Medical and counselling services are available, including on‑site counselling and wellbeing provision. Students may also be supported by external services where appropriate. Provision is coordinated carefully, including for boarding students, with close communication between departments.

· Peer support is provided through trained student mentors, including Neurodiversity Mentors in the Sixth Form and Year 6 “Book Friends” supporting younger pupils.

Support Accessed Through External Professionals
Where appropriate, and always with parental consent, the school may work with external professionals, including:

· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
· Educational Psychologists
· Speech and Language Therapists
· Occupational Therapists
· External counselling services

This collaborative approach ensures that students’ needs are understood clearly and that appropriate strategies and support are in place to enable students to thrive academically, socially and emotionally.


	How are the adults helped to work with children with SEND and what training do they have?

	The Head of Learning Support works closely with teaching staff to support planning and provision for students with SEND. The school’s Development Plan identifies ongoing training needs to ensure that all staff continue to develop their understanding of inclusive teaching and learning.

Staff receive regular whole‑school training on SEND‑related topics, including areas such as dyslexia, speech and language needs, and neurodiversity. This training supports consistency of practice and ensures that staff are equipped with effective strategies to meet a wide range of learning needs.

In addition, teachers and support staff attend training provided by the Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) and external agencies, where relevant to the needs of students they support. This includes specialist medical or health‑related training to enable staff to implement individual care plans effectively. The Learning Support team also delivers targeted SEND training to teachers and Teaching Assistants.

Both the Head of Learning Support and the Deputy SENCO are fully qualified and experienced SENCOs, ensuring strong leadership and oversight of SEND provision across the school.

There are currently two specialist SEN teachers who are both qualified teachers and provide 1:1 and small group support in Maths and English.


	How will the teaching be adapted for my child with learning differences?

	Teachers plan lessons carefully to meet the needs of all students and adapt teaching to ensure that pupils with learning differences can access learning and work as independently as possible. This may include adjusting tasks, outcomes, pacing, or teaching approaches in response to individual needs.

Where appropriate, specially trained support staff work alongside teachers to implement adapted planning and to support students either individually or in small groups. A range of strategies and resources may be used, depending on need, including visual supports, coloured overlays, assistive technology and reasonable adjustments outlined in a student’s Accessibility or Individual Support Plan.

Supporting students with SEND is a key priority within the school’s whole‑staff professional development programme. Ongoing training ensures that staff are confident in using adaptive teaching strategies and inclusive approaches to support a wide range of learning profiles.


	How will we measure the progress of your child in school? How will I know about this?

	Your child’s progress is monitored continuously by teaching staff through daily observation, classwork and marking feedback.

In Years 5 and 6, parents have termly opportunities to meet with their child’s teacher to discuss engagement, progress and behaviour, alongside receiving two written reports each year. Students are assessed against Age‑Related Expectations using the school’s Cranwell Curriculum, supported by annual standardised assessments such as InCAS, CATs and GL Assessments to help track progress over time.

From Year 7 onwards, progress is monitored through regular assessment and formal testing, with written reports sent home twice a year. Parents are also invited to curriculum and pastoral evenings twice annually. Standardised assessments such as MIDYIS and ALIS are used to identify potential strengths and areas for development and form part of the school’s screening processes.

Students with additional needs have an Individual Learning Plan, with targets reviewed at least twice a year. Parents are kept informed, are encouraged to contribute to target setting, and are welcome to discuss their child’s progress with staff at any time.


	What support do we have for you as a parent of a child with a special educational need or disability?

	We encourage regular communication between parents and their child’s class or subject teachers and tutor, so that information about support strategies used both at home and in school can be shared. This helps to ensure consistency and allows staff and parents to build on approaches that are proving effective. Appointments with teachers can be arranged through the school office or via email.

Members of the Learning Support team are also available to meet with parents to discuss progress or address any concerns. Where recommendations are made by external professionals, these are carefully considered and implemented as appropriate, and parents are welcome to discuss these further with the school.

We value parents’ contributions and actively encourage their involvement in decision‑making relating to their child’s support. For students with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), termly review meetings may be held to evaluate progress and ensure that Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) cycles are effective and that targets remain relevant and ambitious.


	How will we support your child when they move on to a new class, year or key stage?

	Particular care is taken to support students with additional needs at times of transition, whether between year groups or when moving to a new school. Staff liaise closely to ensure continuity of support, recognising that transition can be especially challenging for some students with SEND.

Relevant information, including learning records, targets and support strategies, is shared with the next teacher or the receiving school’s Learning Support team. Where appropriate, additional transition arrangements may be made, such as multiple visits to the new class or school, the creation of transition booklets, opportunities for older students to work with younger pupils, or staff visits to a student’s current setting.

Meetings involving parents, students and both current and new staff may also be arranged to support a smooth transition. Where external professionals are involved, they may liaise with the school at transition points to ensure that support continues effectively.


	How will my child be able to contribute their views?

	Class teachers or tutors meet with students termly to review progress, discuss current targets, and agree next steps. Students’ views are actively sought and taken into account as part of this process.

Students who receive regular Learning Support contribute to an Individual Support Plan (ISP). The ISP records the student’s strengths, agreed targets, and clearly outlines the shared responsibilities of the student, teachers and support staff. All relevant staff have access to ISPs and use them to support students in understanding their targets and their role in achieving them.

As part of the school’s SEND review process, students are invited to share their views on the support they receive. This process is reviewed and repeated annually to ensure that student voice continues to inform SEND provision and practice.


	External agencies who can help with advice for SEND:

	
Local offer information for parents within the BANES area:
· BANES Local Offer-Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND) Rainbow Resource | Live Well in Bath & North East Somerset (bathnes.gov.uk)  
· SENDIAS Partnership Service (Parental Support) = Send partnership (sendiasbathnes.org.uk)
· IPSEA Legal Support and Advice for Parents = www.ipsea.org.uk
· Parent Led Information SEND website = www.specialneedsjungle.com
· Educational Health & Social Care Plan = www.youtube.com/watch?v=axMjmY1-7WU  



	This SEND School information report was written by Alison Parr (Acting Head of Learning Support) and is updated annually, in consultation with the Senior and Prep Leadership Team, SEND governor and with particular thanks to parents of students in the Prep and Senior schools. 
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